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Since 1985, Michigan’s colleges and wuniversities have
submitted annual follow-up information to the Institute, whose
staff compiled a yearly statewide early destination report. Having
captured six years of data from 1985 to 1990, a snapshot from this
time period provides patterns on the directions Michigan graduates
have typically taken immediately after graduation. This reference
guide offers graphic representation of destination, location and
salary trends for baccalaureate recipients. It is anticipated that
career specialists can incorporate this material in their workshops
and classes. To further this objective, the guide has been left
unbound so that charts and graphs can be conveniently extracted and
used.

The guide focuses only on the outcomes of bachelor degree
graduates. Reported observations were large enough to absorb
reporting variations that occurred in certain years (see below).
Because of the small number of observations for selected programs,
the information is presented for major CIP Groupings. In the
section on starting salaries, salary trends for selected popular
majors, i.e. accounting, have been included.

Interpretation

In analyzing time series data, certain events, such as a
recession or fast economic growth, often account for the shift in
the trend lines. Unfortunately, in this report, labor market
events can not easily be separated from reporting errors. Several
types of errors should be taken into consideration:

U Inconsistency in the mix of institutions reporting data,
particularly in 1985 and 1986, has occurred. This
inconsistency injects gaps in the data; engineering, a
good example, when a school with a large engineering
program was unable to provide complete data in 1986.

® Individual response rates vary between years. In some
cases, the institutions receive a poor response from
graduates from a specific curriculum program. For
instance, even though all the institutions that offer
Parks and Recreation Degrees reported in 1987, majors
from this field failed to return their institutional
follow-up forms.

© Assignment of CIP Codes lends to the confusion. For
example, packaging, an engineering based curriculum, is
grouped with agricultural studies. The labor market
characteristics of these graduates, especially with
regards to starting salary, may skew the overall
averages. Similarly, a large university places its adult
learners who have varied years of work experience and
high salaries in the Liberal Studies CIP Group. Thus,
these figures do not reflect new entrants to the labor
market.



= Academic programs that require additional training before
entry into the workforce are not reflected in this
report. Dieticians, medical technologists, and
audiology/speech therapists serve as examples of programs
where students need an internship or certification
experience before seeking employment. In some cases,
graduates in this situation are placed in the continuing
education category (audiology/speech); more likely they
are not accounted for at all.

These situations have been emphasized to encourage users of
these charts to utilize some caution in interpreting what may be
happening. In most cases, the trends depict existing labor market
conditions; but each academic program has its own unique
circumstances that can "muddy the waters."

Highlights:

° Initial destinations of bachelor degree recipients
(total) have remained fairly constant over the period:
70% employed full-time, 10% continuing education, 8%
unemployed and 12% other (part-time, not in workforce,
return to home country).

° Curriculum groups displayed differences. For example:

Business: employed full-time dropped from slightly above
80% to the approximately 75% with a corresponding rise in
the numbers continuing their education.

Education: employed full-time dropped steadily over the
period with a noticeable increase in "other"--mainly
part-time substitute teaching.

° Majority of graduates (75%) have found employment in
Michigan. Some curriculum groups have a higher retention
rate in Michigan: agriculture, education, and health
sciences. Other groups have a higher percentage which
leave the state: engineering and foreign languages.

] After controlling for inflation (real dollars),
graduates’ starting salaries appeared to have kept pace
with inflation with graduates in 1990 experiencing a real
increase. (note: charts have only been prepared for CIP
Groups which have fifteen or more reported salaries each
year. With these restrictions, several dramatic swings
occurred, i.e. industrial arts, that could not be
properly adjusted.)

° Among the popular majors, engineering specialties and
selected business programs experienced steady growth in
current and real starting salaries. Other programs

experienced more cyclical patterns.



EARLY DESTINATIONS
Employment
Continuing Education

Unemployed
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EMPLOYMENT TRENDS

Job Location
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Job Location Summary

Life Sciences

nt

Perce




S1BdA
68 88 .8 98 Gg

o #.@\o&\ A 4 ’
183410 — _\\_ m_\\ __\_\._,/.,_m | 0c

09

08

00}

juaoliad

soljewayieN
Alewwng uoneoso qor



SIBoA

68 88 /8 98 G8

mouy| j,uoq 0

18410 — 0c
ueBIyoIN < L Ov
09

_____ 08
001

jusdisad
AJteuldiosipialuj

Alewwng uoneosoT qop



SI1e3A

68 88 .8 98
mouyj juoq

1BY10

uebiyoIN

Juaoiad

S20ualog |eodisAyd
Alewwng uoljedoT qor

G8

0¢

| OV

09

08

00l



Job Location Summary

Psychology

nt

Perce




SJeaA
698 88 L8 98

Mmouy juoqg

12410

ueBiyoIp

1usolad

S8JIAI9S BAI}08}0.d
Alewwng uoneosoT qgor

G8

0¢

ov

09

08

00t



SIesA

68 88 .8 98 S8

Mmouy juoq 0

13410 _ : _ _ 0c¢
uebiyoIp . __ |  lov
| 09

08
00!}

juaoliad

9JUudI0g |eID0g
Alewwng uoileoso qopr



Bocv_rmommw \\, \\ \\ \\

P T S

ueBiyoiy

WELIER|

[elaysnpuj ¥ apedj
Alewwng uoijeds0T qor

0¢

ov

09

08

010] }



S1BoA

68 88 .8 98 G8
mouy| juoq 0
18410 _ _ | -
ueBiyoIN _ e _ . | ov
09
08
00t

jusolad

Sluy Bulw.uojlad
AJewwng uoneoso qop



STARTING SALARIES
CIP Groups

Popular Majors
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