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The postwar (World War II) baby boom has had a pronounced effect
on national demographics, influencing the expansion of educational facil-
ities and straining the ability of labor markets to absorb large numbers of
new entrants to the workforce. From 1960 to 1980, the average age of the
labor force decreased from 40.5 years to 34.7 years (London and Greller,
1991). With smaller population cohorts following the baby boom period,
the average age of workers is now currently increasing and is expected to
reach approximately 39 years by the year 2000. Canada’s population pro-
jections indicate a similar trend with median age of the entire country cur-
rently at 33.8 years and expected to reach 50 by the year 2036 (McKie,
1993). College enrollments in the United States expanded along a similar
path, abetted by the Viemam War which forced many young males into
higher education during the 1960’s. However, the expected decline in
enrollments, long anticipated for the 1980’s, failed to materialize as
increasing numbers of women and minorities pursued degrees. Past
demographic patterns and estimated projections provide insights into
what can be expected with regards to future higher education enrollments
and labor market participation.

Baby boomers and the generation that followed them have brought
new attitudes and values, some similar and some different, to college cam-
puses. If shear numbers did not influence educational institutions and the
workplace, their learning styles, their ambitions and outlook on society, and
a new type of consumerism certainly have. This paper will briefly review
demographic shifts, as well as examine changes in student attitudes.

Demographic Overview
Recent population projections into the early part of the next century
reveal a population that is taking on new characteristics and living in new
places (Campbell, 1994; Day, 1993). Estimates find:

e The U.S. population will grow from approximately 258 million people
to slightly more than 300 million from 1993 to 2010, or 16.5%.
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* The top states in population will remain California, New York,
Florida, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Illinois, Ohio and Michi-
gan; yet the fastest growing states will all be in the West with the
exception of Texas: Nevada, Idaho, Alaska, Washington, Utah, Col-
orado, Arizona, New Mexico, Oregon and Hawaii. Over the next two
decades the population will continue its shift toward the south and
strongly west.

Population Distribution by Region of the United States (%)

Region Year: 1993 Year: 2010
Northeast 19.9 17.0
Midwest 23.7 21.2
South 34.6 - 36.0
West 21.8 25.8

* The population will continue to age, moving from 32.8 years in 1990
to 35.5 in 2000 and peaking at 39.1 in year 2035.

* By the year 2011 the first baby boomers will reach age 65 and their
percentage of the population will drop from 30% today to 25%.

* While the number of young people under age 18 will increase by
six million through year 2000, they will only make up 23% of the
population.

¢ College students and new entrants in the labor force are traditionally
drawn from the 18-21 age group. This group peaked in 1980 at 17.4 mil-
lion and has declined over the intervening fifteen years to 14.0 million.
The group will begin to grow reaching an estimated 18 million by 2010.

* The 25-44 age group will remain relatively constant in size though
the 25-34 cohort will actually decrease in size, offset by growth in
the 35-44 age group.

* The fastest growing group will be ages 45-54 which will represent
40% of the expected growth over the next two decades.

* The actual numbers of the white population will grow by 14.9 mil-
lion by 2010 but will shrink by 8% in terms of total population.

* Afro-American population will grow slightly faster than the white
population over this period; however, Asian-Pacific Islanders’ num-
bers will expand by two times over the next two decades.

* Hispanic groups will be the biggest factor in population growth,
representing nearly 40% of the growth by year 2010.

* Hispanics will be the youngest population with one-half under 26
years of age while the white population will remain the oldest.
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